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The true spirit of the American West captured on camera, allive and well. What an 
amazing experience to “live” among these bands of mustangs for a weekend.
~Tracy Sommers, Denver, CO

”
“
THE TRIP AT A GLANCE

• Thursday night, 5/7, we’ll meet at our hotel in Craig for a special presentation by professional pho-
toagrpher, Michelle Theall, on wildlife photography, including the horses at nearby Sand Wash 
Basin. We’ll go over technique and tips and tricks and locations to get amazing images.

• Friday and Saturday mornings participants will go out with Theall for a day of guided viewing and 
instruction in the Basin or guests may opt to travel on their own, selecting from Sand Wash Basin 
and its hundreds of wild mustangs or perhaps, or driving out to Dinosaur National Monument. Each 
night, we’ll meet for dinner at the hotel to review and edit images from the day. Photo critiques 
are included, but participation is always optional.

• Sunday morning after breakfast, participants will present their images (optional) for critique and 
prizes, before gathering on Main Street in Maybell to watch one of the largest horse drives in the 
country as it fi nishes a 60-mile journey across the Colorado northwest.



Wild Mustangs and the 
Annual Spectacle of 
the Largest Horse Drive 
in the Country 

In addition to the opportunity to 
photograph wild horses, you may 
opt to make the 45-minute drive 
to Dinosaur National Monument 
to look at fossils and the “little 
Grand Canyon.” On Sunday, 
we’ll join the in-town festivities of 
the Great American Horse Drive 
as hundreds of horses make their 
way into the town of Maybell en 
route to their summer grounds 
at the Sombrero Ranch in Craig. 
Opportunities are endless for 
capturing the spirit of Colorado, 
its horses, and heritage.

Sand Wash Basin in northwest Colorado 
is home to one of the last remaining wild 
herds of mustangs in the country. Over 
400 horses wander the 156,000-acre ter-
rain, vestiges of freedom and symbols 
of the American West. In May, mares 
nurse foals, stallions battle while stand-
ing on hind legs, and herds gather at 
watering holes on the arid plains.  



DATES: Thursday, 8/7 - Sunday, 8/10, 2020
8/7: Meet in the hotel at 6pm for the wildlife photography presentation, along with tips and tricks for getting 
great images on the weekend’s excursions. Maps will be provided. Please have eaten dinner prior to arrival!
5/8-5/9: We’ll depart at fi rst light for Sand Wash Basin, which is 53 miles from Craig. Guests may opt to be guided 
one or both days in the Basin and receive instruction--or they may opt to explore the Basin solo or head out to 
Dinosaur National Monument 45-minutes away. That evening, we’ll meet for dinner in Maybell at 7pm and then 
guests will have free time to edit their images from the day.  
5/10: After breakfast, we’ll meet in the lobby of the Victory Hotel to review and critique images from the week-
end and to award prizes. Around 10:30am, we’ll meet on Main Street in Maybell to photograph the Great Ameri-
can Horse Drive before departing for home.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
• Please arrive on Thursday before 6pm at the Quality Inn in Craig, Colorado. Craig is approximately 285 miles 

from Denver. Steamboat Springs and Craig have airports. Please allot 5 hours of driving time.
• We recommend 4WD vehicles, as we cannot guarantee road conditions in the areas where you may be 

shooting. For those without adequate vehicles, we will carpool from Craig to Sand Wash. Make certain you 
have a reliable spare tire in your possession, just in case.

• Cell phone service may be spotty in many areas, especially when you are shooting in a remote location.
• Be prepared for all types of weather. 
• Participants who decide to shoot in remote areas should be in good health, able to walk for 30 minutes at a 

time on uneven terrain, and carry their own camera gear, snacks, and water.  

INCLUSIONS AND EXCLUSIONS
Inclusions:
Photography instruction, guiding in the Basin, presentations, image review, 3 nights hotel accomodations 5/7 
- 5/10 in Craig, all meals (breakfast, lunches to go, and dinners) starting with breakfast on 5/8 and ending with 
breakfast 5/10.

Exclusions:
Transportation, snacks, water.

TRIP INSURANCE
As with any excursion, trip insurance is highly recommended in case of illness, weather delays, or unforseen can-
celations. 

TOTAL COST
$1,500 per person

See full Terms and Conditions upon registration. 

To Book This Trip or Get Additional Information: Go to www.wilddepartures.com,
email: info@wilddepartures.com, or call 720-635-1380.

Some Other Details


