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I was afraid I’d never see something like this in my lifetime. We lived among the 
polar bears for several days and watched the northern lights at night. It left me 
speechless.   ~Becca Gaines, Colorado Springs, CO

”
“

THE TRIP AT A GLANCE

• 7 days and 6 nights in Canada, including 
4 days staying in the polar bear lodge 
among the bears and northern lights.

• Outdoor viewing decks, exterior lights for 
night viewing, fl oor to ceiling windows with 
skylights for comfortable indoor northern 
lights viewing (on clear nights), and a roof-
top observation deck with 360 deg. views. 

• Daily transport from our lodge into the 
wildlife area to search for more bears, 
arctic fox, snowshoe hare, snowy owls, and 
other birds and animals. 

• Tour of Churchill, including the Itsanitaq 
Museum with Inuit artifacts from 1700 B.C. 

• Traditional arctic mushing with sled dogs 
through the boreal wilderness.

• Daily interprestive guide presentations on 
fl ora and fauna.

• Comfortable accomodations with modern 
ammenities and local dining fare.

• Small group size: 6 Wild Departure tour 
participants.

• Daily photography instruction and image 
review by Alaska Magazine senior editor 
and award-winning photographer for the 
title.



Witness an annual spectacle, only found in Churchill

In the early winter months, more than 
2,000 polar bears descend on the shores 
of the Hudson Bay to wait for the ice to 
freeze. Young males spar to gain strength 
and skills for dominating territories. Fe-
males protect and nurse playful cubs. 
Cubs roll and tumble across the snow 
and ice. And on clear nights, the north-
ern lights dance across the skies. 

On our daily tours, we travel into the wildlife area on massive, heated tundra buggies seating up to 
20 passengers, with large windows and plenty of storage for gear. Drop-down windows and an out-
door platform deck allow photographers to capture every moment. Curious bears often stand on 
hind legs, stretched out to peer nose to nose with guests. 



Shots We’ll Try to Get 
in the Field 

Sparring bears, standing 
bears, moms with cubs, 
cubs playing, cubs 
nursing, northern lights, 
arctic fox, snowy owl, 

snowshoe hare, snowy 
ptarmigin, gyrfalcon.

Sparring bears, standing 

ptarmigin, gyrfalcon.



Haines is a sweet little hamlet surrounded by water and mountains. Even without the 
eagles, it’s as scenic as it gets.
~Jackie Samuels, San Diego, CA

”
Guests stay on a lodge parked in the middle of 
polar bear habitat to maximize time in the field with 
them. You’ll eat, sleep, and dream surrounded by 
the great white bears of the north. In the evenings 
on clear nights, we’re uniquely situated away from 
light pollution for exceptional viewing of the aurora 
borealis.

All guiding, activities, photo instruction, image re-
view, presentations, and meals are included, as well 
as the flight to and from Winnipeg and Churchill, 
transport to the lodge from Churchill, and daily ex-
cursions on the tundra.

Accomodations are comfortable upper and lower 
sleeping berths. All have windows, reading lights, 
four 110-volt outlets for charging batteries, ther-
mostats, and sound-dampening curtains offering 
privacy. There are 3 bathrooms and 2 showers on 
board. A dining car offers local cuisine prepared by 
a trained chef, and special dietary needs can be 
accomodated. 

”
“

Where We Stay, Eat, 
Dream, and Play



Some Other Details
DATES: Tuesday, 10/11 - Monday, 10/17, 2022

10/11 (Arrive in Winnipeg): We’ll check into the Four 
Points Sheraton, have dinner, and meet our interpretive 
guides for the remainder of the trip.

10/12: Early morning fl ight to Churchill. We’ll explore 
the Inuit town of Churchill, with 1,000 residents, who 
live outnumbered 2:1 by bears this time of year. Tour 
likely includes: Churchill Itsanitaq Museum with artifacts 
from 1700 B.C., Inuit carvings and masks, Parks Canada 
Visitor Centre, and the polar bear “jail.” Overnight at 
Churchill hotel.

10/13: In the arctic traditional mode of travel, we’ll 
take a dog sled tour through the boreal wilderness led 
by a team of mighty pups. We’ll learn about mushing 
and the equipment used. After, we’ll board our trans-
port buggy to explore Cape Churchill en route to the 
Churchill Wilderness Management Area, looking for 
animals and birds along the way. We’ll debark at our 
lodge, where we’ll stay 4 days and 3 nights, surrounded 
by bears. 

10/14-10/16: Wake to bears playing, sparring, and 
sleeping. Go to bed with them outside the windows. 
Stay up and watch the northern lights dance either 
from the climate-controlled comfort of the lounge or 
dining cars or the outside platforms. Enjoy daily tundra 
drives as we search for more bears, along with arctic 
fox, gyrfalcon, snowy owls, and more. This 24/7 immer-
sion maximizes opportunities to study and capture all 
types of bear behavior in an intimate setting. At the 
end of the day on 10/16, we’ll catch an evening fl ight 
back to Winnipeg.

10/17: Guests depart Winnipeg for home.

PHOTOGRAPHY INSTRUCTION / WORKSHOP

Ever wonder how photographers get those amazing 
shots? This trip offers the unique opportunity to shadow 
a professional bear and wildlife photographer in the 
fi eld. You’ll learn how to perfect your images, post-pro-
cess them in Lightroom, and even get them published 
or printed and framed. Daily tutorials will go over ISO, 
shutter speed, white balance, focus settings, aperture, 
and sharpness. Hands on one-on-one instruction will be 
offered to all participants. Lightroom sessions and tu-
torials will occur nightly. This is a once-in-a-lifetime trip, 
and you’ll leave with images worthy of any national 
magazine or a coveted spot on your wall. 

To Book This Trip or Get Additional Information: Go to www.wilddepartures.com,
email: info@wilddepartures.com, or call 720-635-1380.



Some Other Details
ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE TRANSPORTATION
Please arrive on 10/11 in Winnipeg. We will meet for a 
group dinner at the hotel at 6pm to kick off the tour. 
Please note: Airfare to and from your departure city 
and Winnipeg is not included in the trip fee.

INCLUSIONS AND EXCLUSIONS
Inclusions:
All meals 10/11-10/16, starting with dinner on 10/11. 
Guiding, photography instruction, presentations, 
transportation (excluding airport in Winnipeg, which 
has shuttles), fl ights to and from Churchill and Winni-
peg. Accomodations from 10/11-11/16, park fees, and 
taxes. Complimentary framed photo upon your return. 
Parka, pants, and boot rentals for the trip.

Exclusions:
Airfare and transportation from your home city to and 
from Winnipeg. Baggage charges. Guide and staff 
gratuities. Recommended gear: A suggested packing 
list will be provided upon trip registration. 

TRIP INSURANCE
Trip insurance is required in case of illness, weather 
delays, or unforseen cancelations. This northern area 
is unpredictable and weather delays and/or cancel-
ations are not uncommon.

TOTAL COST
$10,250 per person (no additional fees for single rooms 
/ no discounts for sharing). 

DEPOSIT AND PAYMENTS
See full Terms and Conditions upon registration. 

To Book This Trip or Get Additional Information: Go to www.wilddepartures.com,
email: info@wilddepartures.com, or call 720-635-1380.


