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Witness the
Fall Colors, with added bonus 

of Rocky Mountain National 
Park’s Elk Rut



The true spirit of the American West captured on camera, allive and well. What an 
amazing experience to “live” among these bands of mustangs for a weekend.
~Tracy Sommers, Denver, CO

”
“
THE TRIP AT A GLANCE

• Sunday night, 9/19, we’ll meet at our hotel in Craig for a special presentation by professional pho-
toagrpher, Michelle Theall, on wildlife photography, including the horses at nearby Sand Wash 
Basin. We’ll go over technique and tips and tricks and locations to get amazing images.

• Monday and Tuesday mornings participants will go out with Theall for a day of guided viewing and 
instruction in the Basin or guests may opt to travel on their own, selecting from Sand Wash Basin 
and its hundreds of wild mustangs or perhaps, or driving out to Dinosaur National Monument. Each 
night, we’ll meet for dinner at the hotel to review and edit images from the day. Photo critiques are 
included, but participation is always optional.

• Wednesday morning after breakfast, we’ll caravan through Rocky Mountain National Park, to pho-
tograph the fall leaves and elk rut. This spectacular event only happens this time of year.



In addition to the opportuni-
ty to photograph wild horses, 
on Wednesday, we’ll caravan 
through Rocky Mountain Nation-
al Park to photograph the elk 
bugling among the fall leaves, as 
we make our way back toward 
the Denver area. This spectacle 
only happens in September and 
October in Colorado and is a 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to 
capture this unique behavior in 
one of the world’s most beautiful 
protected areas.

Wild Mustangs and the 
Annual Spectacle of 
Rocky Mountain Na-
tional Park’s Elk Rut

Sand Wash Basin in northwest Colorado 
is home to one of the last remaining wild 
herds of mustangs in the country. Over 
700 horses wander the 156,000-acre 
terrain, vestiges of freedom and sym-
bols of the American West. In 
September, mares nurse foals, stallions 
battle while standing on hind legs, and 
herds gather at watering holes on 
the arid plains.  



To Book This Trip or Get Additional Information: Go to www.wilddepartures.com,
email: info@wilddepartures.com, or call 720-635-1380.

Some Other Details

DATES: Sunday, 9/19 - Wednesday, 9/22, 2021
9/19: Meet in the hotel lobby of our hotel at 6pm for the wildlife photography presentation. Maps will be provid-
ed. Please have eaten dinner prior to arrival!
9/20-9/21: We’ll depart at fi rst light for Sand Wash Basin, which is 40 miles from Craig. Guests may opt to be guid-
ed one or both days in the Basin and receive instruction--or they may opt to explore the Basin solo at any point. 
Both evenings, we’ll meet for dinner in Craig at 7pm, where we will share and discuss images from the day.
9/22: After breakfast, we’ll meet in the lobby to caravan for several hours through Rocky Mountain National Park.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
• Please arrive on Sunday before 6pm at the Hampton Inn in Craig. Craig is approximately 200 miles from Den-

ver. Steamboat Springs and Craig have airports. Please allot 5 hours of driving time.
• We recommend 4WD vehicles, as we cannot guarantee road conditions in the areas where you may be

shooting. For those without adequate vehicles, we will carpool from Craig to Sand Wash. Make certain you
have a reliable spare tire in your possession, just in case.

• Cell phone service may be spotty in many areas, especially when you are shooting in a remote location.
• Be prepared for all types of weather.
• Participants who decide to shoot in remote areas should be in good health, able to walk for 30 minutes at a

time on uneven terrain, and carry their own camera gear, snacks, and water.

INCLUSIONS AND EXCLUSIONS
Inclusions:
Photography instruction, guiding in the Basin and in RMNP, presentations, image review, 3 nights hotel accomo-
dations 9/19 - 9/22 in Craig, meals (breakfast and dinners) starting with breakfast on 9/19 and ending with 
breakfast 9/22.

Exclusions:
Transportation, snacks, water, lunches, day pass to RMNP.

TRIP INSURANCE
As with any excursion, trip insurance is highly recommended in case of illness, weather delays, or unforseen can-
celations. 

TOTAL COST
$2,500 per person

See full Terms and Conditions upon registration. 

NOTE: All or part of this operation is conducted on Public Lands under special permit from the US Bureau of 
Land Management.


